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HAI prevention — it’s everyone’s business
Infection control awareness week, 20 — 24 October 2008

Reducing the risk of infection is high on
the agenda for every healthcare worker,
and staff at the NHS National Waiting
Times Centre pride themselves on having
a good track record in this area.

However, we are aware that with growing patient
numbers and staff it will be a challenge to maintain
our high standards, but we will not become
complacent in the fight against these infections.

That is why this year’s Infection Control
Awareness Week is all about Healthcare
Associated Infections. During the week, the
Infection Control Team will be out and about
reminding staff, patients and visitors that infection
control really is everyone’s business.

Reducing HAIls — why is it so important?

HAIls affect thousands of people every year and
can often result in longer stays in hospital, more
procedures and added costs for the NHS.

By simply ensuring that everyone entering the
hospital is made aware of the importance of
reducing HAls, we can work together to help
control the spread of infection.

HAIs need to be addressed by everyone — not just
those working in the health care industry — but by
patients and visitors.

Maggie McCowan, our Senior Manager for
Infection Control, said: “HAl is top of everyone’s
agenda at the moment and the key message is
that it is everyone’s business.

“It is a lot of hard work to keep on top of this but it
is important that we do.”

HAI - our Code of Practice

The Code of Practice underpins all Infection
Control Policies and Procedures. It also promotes
the key message that Infection Control is
everybody’s responsibility.
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What are we guidance

doing?

During this week our Infection Control Team
will be promoting the theme of HAls as well as
all aspects of their work. They will also operate
a stand in the main corridor from Monday to
Thursday, with information on hand hygiene,
including the five key moments and six steps.

You can go along and:

e test your hand hygiene with our glow box and
agar plates;

e complete our quiz for a chance to win a prize;
view Health Scotland’s recent hand hygiene
TV advert;
view DVD aimed at primary-age children; and
take away our range of Infection Control
leaflets.



Infection Control Week 2008 at a glance

Date Theme

Monday
to Thursday

The Infection Control Team
will operate a stand in the
main corridor with information
and advice on all things
infection control.

Pop along between 12pm and

2pm to:

e test your hand hygiene
with our glow box and agar
plates; and

e view our hand hygiene
DVD.

Tuesday

For one day only, the stand
will have an additional feature.

Pop along and learn all about
infection control and hand
hygiene with videos showing
on special plasma screens
provided by our friends at
Solus Communications.

Friday

The Infection Control Team
will be dropping in on our
wards and clinical areas.

Our Hand Hygiene
Coordinator will be doing a
special hand hygiene ‘trolley
dash’.

All week

Try your hand at three
special quizzes and be in
with a chance of winning a
special fob watch, a bumper
hamper or vouchers for
Marks and Spencer. Two of
the competitions will be on
general infection control and
the other is all about hand
hygiene.

Pop along to our stand
opposite Costa Coffee on
Main Street and try your hand
at our extra special hand
hygiene competition. Or pay
a visit to room 328 on 3 East
and see how many errors
you can spot in our Infection
Control scenario room.
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Tell us what you think...

We want to hear your views. If you would like to comment on
any of the issues featured in this extra bulletin,
please complete the form below and return it to:

Communications Department, NHS National Waiting Times
Centre, Golden Jubilee National Hospital, Clydebank.

You can also e-mail us at: comms@gjnh.scot.nhs.uk
Name and department (optional):

Comments/Questions:

X/Oct08



